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Benefits of Ryegrass
Oregon-grown Annual Ryegrass is a leafy, nutritious cool-season grass
which is “highly preferred” by livestock as well as farm producers in
overseeding and cover crop programs.

Normally Annual Ryegrass will germinate in 7 – 10 days and quickly
develops an extensive root system.

Annual Ryegrass in Cover Crops and
Overseeding Programs Offers the
Following Benefits
• Captures Residual Nitrogen

• Helps Hold Moisture in the Soil Profile

• Increases Water Infiltration and Soil Moisture Holding Capacity

• Helps Prevent Soil Erosion

• Weed Suppression

• Helps Increase Soil Organic Profile

• Improves Harvest Conditions

• Provides Spring Pasture or Hay

• Kills Easily with RoundUp®

Leaf tissue analyses have shown that through absorption of residual
nitrogen Annual Ryegrass can return approximately 1-1/2 pounds of
nitrogen to the soil for every 100 pounds of dry matter plowed down.

Over time the use of Annual Ryegrass can increase the friability of heavy
soils and add bulk to light soils.

When left uncut, Annual Ryegrass normally reaches 2 to 4 feet.

Approximately 70 percent or more of the Annual Ryegrass will be available
in the spring after over-wintering in either corn or soybeans.
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Annual Ryegrass Facts
• Annual Ryegrass may be sown under unfavorable wet or dry conditions.

• Annual Ryegrass is easier to control than many perennial grasses
because it can be eliminated with chemical applications, heavy
grazing or mowing before self-seeding occurs.

• Annual Ryegrass is compatible with legumes such as red clover
or hairy vetch.

• Annual Ryegrass is always in good supply and
competitively priced.

Annual Ryegrass Benefits in Buffer Strips
and Grassed Waterways
Buffer strips can be tremendously effective in reducing the runoff
of nutrients and pesticides.  According to research information
compiled by the United States Department of Agriculture, properly
installed, well maintained buffers help:

• Reduce nutrient and pesticide runoff into water bodies by 50 percent
or more

• Reduce sediment loadings by 75 percent

• Reduce pathogen loadings by 60 percent

In addition to slowing runoff, buffers create havens for many different
types of wildlife.  Shady areas of a stream created by buffers can lower
water temperatures and help increase fish populations.

Annual Ryegrass
buffers are visual and
tangible examples of
land stewardship.
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For More Information Contact Your
County Extension Agent or Seed Dealer

Oregon-Grown Ryegrass is Distributed by:

For additional free copies of this brochure
contact your seed supplier or write

Oregon Ryegrass Growers Seed Commission
Post Office Box 3366

Salem, Oregon  97302
Fax  (503) 581-6819
www.ryegrass.com


